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Queft. WV do you think the beft Dramatick 
Profeffor in this Age ? 

Anjw. We fuppofe the Quefti- 

on is intended to reach our own Nation only, wherein 
too have been many Writers, and that fome of the firft 
rate, who yet hant been Proféffors of the Drama, nor 
woud think themfelves much honour’d in being call'd 
{o, {ome few of whom may be yer living. But not to 
run back as far as Sir William Davenant, who really 
had a vaft Genius, and a ftile fit forthe Theatre, tho 
fomeching iftclin’d to extravagant and Romantick, ( per- 
haps if well confidered no great fault) nor to mention 
Mr. Comley, who as he was incomparable in all things, 
has left us one Comedy which bears his Name not at 
all unlike its Father ; nor agen to touchon him whofe 
untimely Death none can think on without a figh, who 
Joves either Wit or Vertue, and whofe Valentinian thal] 
outlaft, as it does outweigh whole Cartloads of theirs 
whole perions have iurvived him: To let thefe alone, 
together with poor O:way, who deferv'd better Fortune, 
and Mis. Bebns, whofe Rovers ate pretty natural chings, 
as well as {ome others, ---and Madam Phillips, whofe 
fence was as {trong and mafculine, as her Soul virtu- 
ousand noble ; there are thofe ftill living who have de- 
ferv'd very well of the Drama in thofe different Cha- 
raéters wherein they have written. And firft, if true 
Comedy, and perhaps the beft that comes on our Stage, 
cou’d juftly entitle to the Laurel, he may be faidto merit 
itbeft who now wears it, for which we have not on- 
ly his Teftimony who is held Infallible among our Eng- 
lif Wricers, but that of our own Sences, in many or 
moft of his Plays that might be named :— Tho’ the 
truth is, we find few of ’em too full of Firtuow Chara- 
iers, which are now almoft confin’d to Tragedy, and 
there feldom or never appear, unlefs to be miferabie. 
As for his Predeceffor, we doubt not but Mr. Laureat 
himfelf has che juftice to own him his Maffer in many 
parts Of Poetry, and the numeroufne/s of his Verfe among 
other things, we fuppofe hee’] fcarce difpute with 
him, fince ‘tis really almoft Mufick but to hear a page 
of him read, and Mr. Drydens Heroick Verfe is undoubt- 
edly the fweeteft in che World. As for the controverfie 
between him and fome great perfons, we may without 
injury to his Poetical Fame, believe he was overmatch’d 
in't, having a ftronger Geniusthan his own to ftruggle 
with, and befides odds againit him asto number ; and 
if he has bin deale with by ‘em a little feverely, ’tis 
with fo much Wit, that we dare believe Mr. Dryden 
himfelf cou’d hardly ever fee the Rebear{al without be- 
ing pleasd with’t. And thé chere might be fome Reafon 
inwhat they there drive at, and he sony then but a 
Young Poet, might begin to dictate too foon, and af- 
fume that as his right, which both eee and merit 
how give him ; yet none that pretends to judge mutt 
deny that his Plays are fome of the beft onthe Eng- 
lifh Stage: His Oedipus, tho’ its true another had a 
thare in’t, is indeed incomparable, and even in thofe 
Which are moft {poken againét, his very Faults are fo 
bright that there’s few can imitate ‘em, much lefs reach 
his Beauties. His Enemies muft acknowiedge that he 
has all the ART of Poetry, and whether or no his Fan- 
ties are his own, he dreffes em fo well, chat one elfe 
dares own ‘em. Two things there are wherein both 
the Life and Excellency of the Drama is chiefly feen ; pre- 
paring Incidents, and raifing and managing ye? 3; in 
h which we need go no further than his Sebsffian to 
eonfefs him inimitable. The Inceft of Sebaftian and Al- 
myda, and the Difcovery on’t, is preparing from the ve- 
ty beginning of the Play, old Alpbonfo is fav'd inthe 
Battel, taken Prifoner, fav’d from the Sacrifice on pur- 
Pofe'to difcover it, which he attempts feveral times be- 
fore he compleats it ; fome few Rays of Truth darting 


out of his expreffions to prepare the fatal Secret. Then 
for a Paffion, never was one finer wrought than that of 
Sebaftian and Dorax — When he has brought ’em to- 
gether, when he has difcover'd the caufe of Dorax’s re- 
lentment, and arm’d ‘em both, and given their Chara- 
ffers, one breathing nothing but Revenge, the other 
generous to the heighth ; it fets one upon the wrack to 
think how the Old man will ever bring ’em off agen 
when he has got em fo neat together, and we queftion 
whether almoft any other Poez cou’d have don’t with- 
cut murdering ‘em both half a dozen times over: And 
then for his laft Play, there needs no more to be faid 
in its Commendation, ( which wee’l be fo juft to give 

him notwithftanding his One out of Ten, ) than that his 

Enchanted Forre/t exceeds even Taffo’shimfelf, from whom 

tis copy’d. On the whole, we need fay no more than as 

we did in the laft Mercury, that in general Mr. Dryden isin 

our Judgment by far the moft compleat Dramatick Writer 

not only of our Age, but of all the Englifh Poets that 

went before him. 

Queft. 2. I can with a four-ounce Hammer drive a dou- 
ble Ten into a thick Plank up to the Head, byt if I take four 
Tun weight, and poizing it exafly, put it upon the fame 
Nailin the fame Plank, it will not force it up to the Head: 
What may be the Reafon of this Difference ? 3 

Anfw. The Reafon is, that one isa Dead-weight, we 
mean the Tuns, the other we may calla Living one, the 
Hammer being enforc’d by the Hand of him that ma- 
nages it, in which cafe there’s not only motion, which 
has of it felf a vaft force, but even a Spring too. in the 
Mans Arm, and the ftrength of his Body béfides put 
to it, all which concurr to the vis impreffa communica- 
ted to the Nail, and al] together much more than coun- 
tervail the fluggith weight of the Tuns placed :exadlly 
upon it, which we now for Difcourfe fake take for 
granted, will not force the Nail up to the Head; 
as the Querift tells us. Let any one who wou'd have 
further fatisfaction confult Mr. Boyd of the effe@s of 
Motion. 

Queft. 3. How big are Spirits, fince ’sis {aid, that our 
Saviour cat 2 Legion of ‘em out of one man ? ot 

Anjw. "Tis a very incoggruous Queftion, and we 
might as well have been ask’d how broad a Thought is; 
or what colour the Tafte isof ? Spirits as we have faid; 
are no more than Cogitative Subjtances, and by confe- 
quence not at all fubjeét to the grofiler Terms of Mag- 
nitude, Longitude, Place, 8¢c. The Learned tell us, That 
a thoufand Angels may dance upon a point: “Tis a merry 
thought, but not at all erroneous. But for all fuchas 
are Curious in Queftions of this Nature, we referr ’em 
to a Book ‘entituled, The Vifions of the Soul before it comes 
into the Body, by a Member of the Athenian Society. "Tis 
Sold by Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. The 
14th. Dialogue of this Book refolves moft of thofe Curi- 
ous Queftions that can he ftated about the Nature of 
Spirits, as to their {peaking, thinking, loving or hating, 
Self-moving, moving Matter, and maay more fuch like. 

Queft. 4. A Gentleman and a Lady in the Countrey,  be- 
ing Neizhbours, not under Parents or Guardians, but both 
free, and at their own Difpofals, did fettle their Affettions 
each on other, in order to Marriage; and it Hot (uiting with 
their prefent circumftances, very well known to both, they as 
gree to delay to folemnize their marriage publickly for {ome 
time, but do folemnly in the prefence of God privately (with- 
out any condition or refervation) take each other to Husband 
and Wife, ufing the very form of wordy preferibed in thé 
Church Liturgy for publick Marriage, and for fome time after 
continue as dear and familiar asMan and Wife,bedditg oly 6x4 
cepted: Query, Whether this be 2 Marriage con{ummave; of 
may be broken off, or whether one being willing to part; net 
giving 4 teafon for it, the other may + itis Sec: they bette nob 
married by a Priest ¢ -! 

Anfa: 


/ 

Aalw, Our Opinion is, that Marriage is not confutn- 
nat aia atta knowledge of each other. Not but 
‘that a promife under fuch Circumftances as are menti- 
oned in the Queftion is obligatory, and not to be broke 
by Either) under the penalty of the breach of the third 
Commandment ; but if either breaks the Vow, the o- 
ther is as thuch a: liberty asever. A publick Marriage 
figuifies no more before God than a private Contract, 
it no aét-entues either 5 only here’s the difference, the 
firft gives a fatistaction to the World, and renders the 
party pioper Subjects of the Law as to Eftates,e’c. Con- 
tratts are a Matter of greater Moment than is common- 
ly believ'd, and ought to be as warily effected (ifr all) 
as publick Marriage. 

Queft.5: An intimate Frivad of mine after baving ftrong 
défires to, and promife of Marriage bad been made him by his 
Miftre(s, -receiv'd a very unkind Letter from ber, which threw 
him into {uch a violent paffion, that upon the reading ont, 
his Nofégufh't out mith Blood, and bis eyes with Tears, be 
lay four or five ‘nights together withoyt fleep, or any manner 
of ref): His Mifire( hearing of this, ran almoft diftraéted, 
and'to: make him amends for what fhe bad dete, promifed to 
mitrry hit as foon as be wou'd ; married they are, and bave 
been fo feveral days, and infinitely fond of eachother, but no- 
thing further > He is not above 30. and fhe about 24. a pretty 
as well accomplifh'd 2 Woman in all refpects as ever I knew, 
und yet’ it'has no manner of effet upon him, tho he loves ber, 
end fhe bit mot paffiondiely : He thinks himfelf bewitch'd, 
and earweftly defires your Opinion of fo ftrange and fudden an 
alteration in bits Conftitution : I tell him I fancy the Vio- 
ience of the Paffion bis Mifire{s's Letter putting bim into, 
raufing tin to lye fo many Nights without fleep, (eating ve- 
ry little in the day time too) might be the Caufe of this difor- 
der: This is not farisfattory to bim, and I can give bim no 
better reafon for °t, and therefore ‘tis our defires you'd be 
pleas’d to give your Opinion of this matter as foon as poffibly 
you. tan, together with your Advicé, what be fhall take to 
help bim in that Affair ; he fweats extreamly, cannot fleep 
without 40 or go drops of Laudanum, eats very little, and 
in all ovher velpetts is very Brong dnd hearty ? 

Anfw. We cou'd give you an Account what the 
Learn’d have faid upon the Tying the point, a certain fort 
of Ceremony us'd by fome malicious perfon in the 
words of Marriage, which by Gods permiflion, and the 
Affiftance of the Devil has given us many Infances of 
Effeéts much hike thefe in the Queftion ; but fo differ - 
ing infome materia! Circumftances, that we are real- 
ly perfwaded that this laft is nothing of that Nature 
but what is very frequent, and the Effeét of another caufe. 
Surprizes have caus'd gray hairs in one nights time, di- 
ftraction, nay fometimes Death it felf in a Moment: 
Our Advice is this, that the Gentleman bleed, purge, 
and ule abjftemious Dyet, and the diferders of Nature will 
be foon removed. One thing which continues it is his 
great diflatisfaétion under his Condition, which he muft 
avoid, and to this end it won't be amils, that he con- 
verfe much with other perfons, and think little of the 
matter; perhaps it may be alfo convenient to fleep 
le if it is to be born, till he finds the cafe al- 
ter'd. 

Queft. 6. About the Year $3.1 found at Richmond up- 
on Thames a living Creature in the water, the form of it was 
asfollows, It was about two inches long, it bad a head as 
of 4 Man; with Eyes, Nofe, Mouth and Ears, without any 
Hair: Upon the Head was a Crown joyned to the Head ; 
it bad no Aon but knobs, like the joynted Babies; it had 
two Breafts like 4 Woman, and the marks of Ribbs. About 
half an inch below the Breafts it parted, and made a ftreak 
down the Tail, all which was like polifbed Gold; ( and if 
you had feen it your felves, you could hardly bave difcerned it 
from polifh'd Gold; ) then it bad a Tail about an 
inch > foft, and white, and at the end thereof, was a 
shin thing, which it did {pread as broad as the top of ones 
little finger : It was every way proportionable, and as well 
made a Coubd poffibly be ; it was alive when I took it up, 
and did leap about, and remained fo the: (pace of a day ; but 
when I bad taken it out of the water; I gave it to a Gentle- 
woman in the Town, who put it into Cotton, which killed it, 
and when it dyed, it changed black, almoft the whole Town 
came tofee it, but none could tell what it was: Query, What 
it was, and bow it came there, and whether if it bad been 
put into water, “twou'd have lived ? 


Anfw. We have not feen any fuch Creature, rey 
met with any fuch defcription in Hiffory; but Mery 
perfon-is able to give a further Account of this Nature 
we promife to oblige the World by publifhing it. 

Queft. 7. In the firft of Genefis “sis faid, That on 1), 
firft day God ordained she day and night,Bec. and’on the fours’ 
day he made two great Lights, the Sun and Moca, &c, 
Pray what was that Light or Day, before the Sun was made 
fince we generally {uppole the Day to proceed from the lighs 
of the Sun, &c. : 

An{w. There's an Innate Light in the Heavens ; thys 
rotten Wood, Glow-worms, and many other things 

ive light without the help of Reflexions. The Learn’d 

lieve It was a Circumrotation of their own Light. 


ag The Supplement to the Fourth Volume of 
the Athenian Mercury, is now publith’t, 
cOntaining an Account of the Defign and 
Scope of the moft Confiderable Books 
NEWLY PRINTED IN ENG-LAND, and 
in the Forreign Yournals, Gc. and of the 
Quality of the Authors, if known; with im. 
partial Remarks upon their Undertaking 
and Performance. Thefe Supplements will be 
continued conftantly by feveral Learned Per/ons, 
and comprehend a BRIEF 1DEA ofall valua- 
ble Books publifht from time to time. Print- 
ed for Yohn Dunton at the Raven in the Poulerey, 
Where are to be had the 1ff. 2a. and 3d. /o- 
lumes of the Athenian Mercury, and the Supple. 
mentsto°em: And alfothe Preface, Index, and 
12 Numbers alone, that Compleat the firft 18 
Numbers of the 34. Volume; in which 12 Num- 
bers are Anfwered many of the Queftions late- 
ly fent us. ‘ 

*," We have receiv’d fome Queftious written in Poe- 
try, when we have seceiv’d enough to fill a Mercury, 
they thall be publifh’t all together with Poetical An- 
fwers to’em, but think not Bombatlich Doggeril 

worth taking nocice of. 

*,.* Mr.F.A.is defired to take notice for the future,that 

noLetters will be taken in whofe poftage is not paid for, 

tl] The Queftions concerning the Scripture, and Mea 
before Adam,cvc. are in our three Firft Volumes al. 


ready anfwered, as alfo feveral other Queftions 


Jately fent us. 

ea (PROPOSALS for Printing a Book, Entituled, The Young 

Students Library, containing Extratts and Abridgments of 
all the moft Searce and Valuable BOOK that bave been Printed 
either in England or in the Forreign Journals from the Year 65. 1 
this prefent time. To which will be added ( and given imto all Sud 
Sferibers ) a large A\phabetical Table, comprebending the Contents of 
of this Volume, and of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplements 
Printed in the Tear 91. As al fo an Introduction to the U/e of BOOKS, 
in a NEW ESSAY upon all forts of Learning, Written by the ATHE- 
NIAN SOCIETY, Oc. By* eur thus going backvvards as vvell as for. 
vvards, we {ball render our ACCOUNT OF BOOKS COMPLEAT: 
But for a further Account of this Undertaking, fee oxr twe Advertile. 
ments 7 Merc. 13,14. Vol.4. Thofe Gentlemen who Expeét the 
BENEFIT of thefe PROPOSALS, ( for we having alrea got a 
great Number of Sublcribers, foal foon have this Work in the Pref ) 
are defired to fend in their Money before the Fourteenth of Decem- 
ber xext. PROPOSALS are to be had ot fobm Dunton at the Re- 
ven in the Poultrey; and of molt Booksellers in London and in the 
Countrey. 


Anvertifement, 


ies BB es is now publifh’d, at Stationers -Hall, Lon- 

don, Mr. P ARKER’s Almanack, with Month- 
ly Obfervations. for the Year 1692. Wherein the Pla- 
nets Pjaces are Calculated (de Novo) from the Carolin 
Tables ; 4 compleat Table of Houfes ; the Suns true De- 
clination for every Day in the Year, tor the ufe of al] Ma- 
riners and Dialifts: A Table of the Equation of Times 
fhewing how much atrue going Clock or Watch ought 
to be fafter or flower than a true Sun-Dia). Alio a 
Correét Table of Tides, fhewing the true times of High 
water at London-Bridge both Morning and Afternoon: 
With feveral other Varieties of fingular Ufe. The like 
never publifhed before. 
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“LO N DON, Printed for John Wunton at the Reven in the Ponltrey. t 691. : 


